
Dear Parents,

We have put these slides together in order to help the children with the writing process.

If you are able to go through the slides with them that would be very helpful.

Most of  the activities can be completed independently but your child would find it easier 
if they are able to talk through their ideas, even if it is in your home language.

We want to ensure your child is not at a disadvantage when they return to school.

If you have any questions please email the school learning@wembleyprimary.brent.sch.uk

Year 6 Team

mailto:learning@wembleyprimary.brent.sch.uk


Journalistic Writing



Day 1 - Features

• You can self-mark this lesson, please do not send it in to school.



What is the purpose of a newspaper report?

Why would someone want to read a newspaper?

What features would you expect to see in a 
newspaper?



• https://www.thenational.academy/year-6/english/newspaper-identifying-features-of-a-text-year-6-wk1-3

Read the text over the next few 
slides:

Newspaper report 
What are the features of a 

newspaper report

As you read the text make 
notes of vocabulary or 

sentence openers you could 
use in your own report.

If you can access the Oak Academy you could 
do this lesson with Mr and Mrs Fozzard.

https://www.thenational.academy/year-6/english/newspaper-identifying-features-of-a-text-year-6-wk1-3








List the features you saw.

• Parents – Please allow the children to list the features they found 
before moving on to the next slide.



Were you able to find these features?



On the following slides you will see examples of 
the grammatical features you will need to include 
in your newspaper report.









Watch: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/a
rticles/z2gk9qt

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articles/z2gk9qt


Day 2 – Using passive voice



A key feature of newspaper reports is that 
they use passive voice.
• It helps to keep the writing formal and is straight forward to use once 

you know how.



Sentences can be written in the active or 
passive voice.
• In most of our writing and when we talk we tend to use the active 

voice.

• For example:

The dog caught the ball.

This is written in the active voice.



What makes it active?

• The order of the words is what makes it active.

• In an active sentence the words are ordered:

The person 
or thing 

doing the verb.

The doing or 
being
word.

The person or
thing having the 
verb done to it.



The dog caught the ball.

The dog – the subject

caught – the verb

The ball – the object



We can turn this active sentence into a passive 
sentence by changing the order of the words.

The dog caught the ball.

The ball was caught by the dog.

This is now written in the passive voice.



What makes it passive?

• The order of the words is what makes it passive.

• In an active sentence the words are ordered:

The person 
or thing 

doing the verb.

The doing or 
being
word.

The person or
thing having the 
verb done to it.



Watch these videos to see a fun way to remember 
the difference between active and passive 
sentences.
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZnw9dEHIow

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dMa-y24nw4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZnw9dEHIow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dMa-y24nw4


Task 1

• Use the Whodunnit Hotel Cards to write active and passive sentences 
to describe who committed the murders in the hotel.

Example:

• See parent’s 
information 
to mark at 
home





Task 2 – If you are unsure about task 1

• See parent’s 
information 
to mark at 
home



Day 3
LO:  To plan.



You will be writing a newspaper report about 
an event from Tudor England.

• Use what you have been learning about in history to help you.

• My plan and model will be based on the death of Anne Boleyn.

• Use the planner in the next few slides to plan out your writing.

• See parent’s information to mark at home.



Before you plan remember:

• Purpose – Inform reader about an event

• Audience – People living in Tudor times

• Text – Newspaper report 

This piece of writing will need to be formal as you present information 
to the audience.  You will be able to show examples of informality in 
your quotes.



Orientation

Who

What

When

Where

Why

Recount of the event 

(e.g. how Anne Bolyn was 

executed)

King Henry VIII’s reaction 
including a quote

Other
witnesses'/country’s 
reaction to Anne’s death 

What you want your 
reader to do now.



Useful websites
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Tudors.html

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zrtpyrd

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p050qbsh

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Tudors.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zrtpyrd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p050qbsh


Day 4



LO:  To write a biography.

• Purpose – Inform reader about an event

• Audience – People living in Tudor times

• Text – Newspaper report 



If you can access The Oak Academy you can get 
some pointers from Mr and Mrs Fozzard.  But 
remember you are writing a newspaper report 
about a Tudor event.
https://www.thenational.academy/year-
6/english/newspaper-writing-a-newspaper-report-
year-6-wk1-5

https://www.thenational.academy/year-6/english/newspaper-writing-a-newspaper-report-year-6-wk1-5


Your biography will need to include direct and 
indirect speech.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zvftsbk

Or get some pointers from Mr and Mrs Fozzard.
https://www.thenational.academy/year-
6/english/newspaper-using-direct-speech-to-
write-quotes-year-6-wk1-4

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zvftsbk
https://www.thenational.academy/year-6/english/newspaper-using-direct-speech-to-write-quotes-year-6-wk1-4


Now use your 
plan and my 
model to write 
your own 
newspaper 
report.

Have I used?

Prepositional Phrases
e.g. under the floorboards, across the room

Formal style – Avoid contractions and slang – folds down to reveal,

GD - Shift formality, use chatty language in quotes (accent) 

Causal Conjunctions and Adverbials 

so, so that, due to, consequently, as a result, depending upon

Time conjunctions

In the first place, secondly, gradually, over time, while, eventually.

Coordinating conjunctions 

FANBOYS 

Subordinating Conjunctions

because, since, due to

Variety of punctuation

. , ? ! “ “ ; : ( ) –

Expanded Noun Phrase

A shiny, silver sword raised above his head

Variety of sentence length

Short and snappy (He sighed.)

Multi-clause sentence

Passive Voice

Queen Anne Boleyn was beheaded at the Tower of London.

Hyphenated words

well-known,

Relative Clauses

The witness, who…, 

The sword, which was …., 

See parent’s information to mark at home.
Do not send into school.



Day 5



LO:  To edit and improve.



Reread your writing or ask someone to read 
it.
• Does it make sense?

• Are there any steps that are unclear?

• Have you repeated any words?

Make sure you send your edited piece 
into school.    



Have you used Year 5/6 spellings?

I have 
highlighted 

words 
which 

would suit 
this text 
type but 

you can use 
any.  Try to 
include at 

least 5.

v



Have you used capital letters correctly?

• Capital letters should be at the beginning on sentences

• Used for proper nouns (this includes the name of your machine your 
explaining).

• Here are some word which you may have used which will need capital 
letters:
• Anne Boleyn

• Henry VIII

• Tower of London

• Jane Seymour



The execution was quick and the queen 
was angelic.  A witness of the beheading 
said “Anne was dressed in white.  Her 
maid put a blindfold over her eyes.  The 
swordsman raised his sword and spun 
around.  Before I knew it her head was 
on the floor.”

Look at your writing a section 
at a time.

Original
Edited version

In order to show differences in formality, I need to change 
some of the quotes into dialect (how the person talks)

The execution was quick and the queen 
was angelic.  A witness of the beheading 
said “Anne was dressed in white she 
were like a angel.  ‘er maid put a 
blindfold over ‘er eyes.  The swordsman 
raised ‘is sword and spun around.  
Before I knew it ‘er ‘ead was on the 
floor.”



The king of England, who did not attend 
the execution, caught up with our 
reports.  He stated, “I have done 
everything for her so she would have 
the best life and all I wanted was a son!”

Look at your writing a section 
at a time.

Original
Edited version

I need to include examples of indirect 
as well as direct speech.

The king of England, who did not attend 
the execution, caught up with our 
reports.  He stated, “I have done 
everything for her so she would have the 
best life and all I wanted was a son!”   
Henry then went on to say that his 
marriage to his third wife (Jane 
Seymour) will take place next month.  



Task

• Using a green pen, edit your writing and rewrite your biography.


