3 - THE-SACK-OF-WINDS:




outside. When I mentioned this to Aeolus, he
nodded his head.

At last, the dme had come to resume our.
soldiers led my men down to the harbour.
gestured fa me to follow him up a flight of
hedroom. He led me to a curtain in the corner,
pulled it back. I saw an ukcove, I saw a sack ti
a silver thong. 1t writhed and wriggled, The ki
carefully around. Then he gestured to me to on
came sa close 1 could taste his breath on my o

He whispered, ‘Zeus is my [riend. He's
a feud with his hrother Poseidon, TTe has
of the world fron the Sea God and put then
He has given it to me for sufe keeping
I'see fir. It crosses my mind that [ ¢
il your sail. Witk that wind behind y

across the surface of the oz s surcl

the truth! The sail filled
No need to row, no need
was as if we were follo\aviugv
across the trackless waves o
For nine days and night
the foredeck, the sack by
kept a vigil, scanning th
never  sleeping,  desperate
glimpse of Ithaca. Then th
was. L knew her shape so well —
valleys, the secret places o
seen, the terraces, the yvine

beaches — the outline of my |

Ithaca! Great Mount Neriton




and landed in the lap of one of my crew, F
of his friends and said, “Did you hear what O
that king? TTe said this sack contained the finest,
ever he received. Everything else he’s shared s
ought to share this, too. After all, we've risked
often as he has. But this treasure he seems to
for himselt. Where's the justice in that? What
there be in seeing what he has been given?
He untied the silver thong. He pushed his thi
the mouth of the sack and as he did so he was
bis beneh on o the deck! TTe saw a thousand
snakes of smoke rising from the sack into the sky!
Poseidon had all the weapons he needed now,
darkened. The waves rose up around us, The sail
to shreds, The ship was spinuing. The spinning
satup. Poscidon spat brine into my eyes. Tlooked for
but already she was so vague that she might have
the edge of a cloud.
1 reached our across the side of the ship and |
clutch at her, as if to pull her towards me but she was
was so seized with despair it was all T could dq
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