
Dear Parents,

We have put these slides together in order to help the children with the writing process.

If you are able to go through the slides with them that would be very helpful.

Most of  the activities can be completed independently but your child would find it easier 
if they are able to talk through their ideas, even if it is in your home language.

We want to ensure your child is not at a disadvantage when they return to school.

If you have any questions please email the school learning@wembleyprimary.brent.sch.uk

Year 6 Team

mailto:learning@wembleyprimary.brent.sch.uk


Diary



Day 1 - Features



What is the purpose of a diary?

Why would someone want to read a diary?

What features would you expect to see in a diary?



Have a look at this diary entry which has been 
written by a Year 6 child.
• What have they included from the assessment framework









List the features you saw and examples.

• Parents – Please allow the children to list the features they found 
before moving on to the next slide.

Do not send this work in to be marked.



Were you able to find these statements? 











• Written in the first person

• Past tense for events

• Present tense for feelings

• Future tense for hopes and dreams

• Emotive language

• Description of events in chronological order

• Description of feelings and reflections about the events.

As well as these examples of Year 6 assessment 
statements you would also expect to see the 
following features:

You do not need to send 
this into school.



Day 2 – Using semi-colons



A semi-colon contains a comma 

and a full stop. It is helpful to 

remember this. A semi-colon is 

stronger than a comma, but not as 

final as a full stop.

;

Using a Semi-colon



Semi-colons are used to link sentences that are closely related.

A semi-colon works perfectly here to allow a smooth transition between 

sentences.

A full stop between the sentences might detract from the impact of Little Red 

Riding Hood’s observation and create too great a ‘stop’. Using a comma here 

would be incorrect; a comma cannot be used to link two independent 

sentences.

For example:

The wood was silent and absolutely still; Little Red Riding Hood 

realised that she had not truly seen its beauty until now.



Semi-colons can also be used to link one sentence to another closely related 

sentence that uses a conjunctive adverb.

For example:

The wolf liked Little Red Riding Hood. Nevertheless, he was looking forward to eating her.

The wolf liked Little Red Riding Hood; nevertheless, he was looking forward to eating her.

Little Red Riding Hood didn’t like the forest much. However, she did like visiting Grandma.

Little Red Riding Hood didn’t like the forest much; however, she did like visiting Grandma.



Other examples of conjunctive adverbs which could be preceded 

by a semi-colon:

otherwise

therefore

moreover

nevertheless

thus

besides

accordingly

consequently

instead

hence



However, you do not always have to use a conjunctive adverb after a 

semi-colon. Here are some great examples of sentences which contain a

semi-colon that is not followed by a conjunctive adverb:

As you can see in these sentences, using a semi-colon works perfectly to allow a 

smooth transition between sentences.

Grandad is going bald; his hair gets thinner each time we see him.

We had too many fumbles; we lost the game.

Shaun wanted to call our new puppy Scritch; I hated the name.

I am so sorry; will you ever be able to forgive me?



A semi-colon can also be used to separate items in a list (where the list also 

contains commas).

For example:

There are lots of characters in the story: Big Bad Wolf, the baddie; Little Red Riding Hood, the heroine;
Grandma, the victim; and Mr Woodcutter, the rescuer.

We spoke to the main characters: Grandma, 81; Big Bad Wolf, 30; Little Red Riding Hood, 11; and Mr 

Woodcutter, 55.



Task 1 – Most of you should do this.

You do not need to send 
this into school.



Challenge

Write a paragraph about what you are looking forward to doing when 
you come back to school including three semi-colons.



Task 2 – If you are unsure about task 1

You do not need to send 
this into school.





Day 3
LO:  To plan a diary.



You will be writing a diary as one of the Tudor 
royals.

You could write as Henry VIII when he tries to get 
permission for a divorce or you could write as one 
of his wives.  Try to choose someone who interests 
you and who you think you would have a lot to 
write about.

Remember to use the model diary entry to help.



Before you start remember:

• Purpose – Record thoughts and feelings about events in a person’s 
life.

• Audience – Yourself (e.g. Henry VIII)

• Text – Diary



https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/zfj76sg
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/z3m6n39
• Watch these clips to give you and idea about the circumstances 

surrounding Henry’s desire to divorce Catherine of Aragon and marry 
Anne Boleyn. 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/zfj76sg
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/z3m6n39


Henry was angry with the pope for not 
allowing him to have a divorce.
• Think about some idioms, similes or metaphors you could use to 

describe anger e.g. I saw red.



turn red with fury

blood boiled

seething with anger

eyes flashed 
with anger

saw red

the last straw



You could also use some Tudor vocabulary in your 
diary.  Use the next slide to give you some ideas 
and think back to our Shakespeare workshop.





Introduction
Henry’s first response to Pope’s decision 
not to allow him a divorce

Reasons for divorcing Catherine 1.

2.

3.

How Henry feels about Anne Boleyn
- Who she is

- Where she is from
- Description of her
- Hopes and dreams for the future

Solution



Task 1

• Plan your diary entry.

• Remember to include historically accurate facts.

• Look at the Year 5/6 spelling list, you will be able to fit some of them 
in!



Day 4



LO:  To write a diary entry.

• Purpose – Record thoughts and feelings about events in a person’s 
life.

• Audience – Yourself (e.g. Henry VIII)

• Text – Diary



Read my model diary entry.

Remember to keep the diary entry formal as you are 
writing as a royal.

You do not need to send your plan in to school.



Diary Checklist 
Personal Pronouns

I, we, my, me

Correct Tense

Events that have already happened written in the past tense.

Feelings in the present tense

Hopes for what is to come in the future tense.

Key Dates

1509 – marries Catherine of Aragon

1522 – Meets Anne Boleyn

October 1528 – when Wolsey went to Rome

Describes Feelings

Using adjectives, metaphors and similes to describe feelings

Coordinating conjunctions 

FANBOYS 

Subordinating Conjunctions

because, since, 

Variety of punctuation

. , ? ! “ “ ; :  ( ) -

Modal Verbs

should, would, could, must, will, ought

Relative Clauses

Anne Boleyn, who…, ….

The feast that…

Tudor Language

methinks, naught, nay, maiden

Year 6 Spellings

achieve, amateur, conscience, determined, correspond, hindrance, privilege, thorough, necessary, sincere, symbol, sacrifice, persuade



Remember to show 
that you can use the 
full range of 
punctuation.

Refer back to our 
lesson on semi-
colons.



Quotes

In your diary you can include a quote from another person.  This 
provides evidence that you can use speech marks for direct speech.

In my model I used this example:

Even the servants have said, “That Cafrine ain’t the queen we want to 
‘av!”

By using a quote from the servant I am able to show I can change the 
formality of the writing within the text.



Brackets

• Remember bracket show extra information.  If you didn’t include it in 
the writing it would still make sense.

• In my model I used this example of brackets. 

Anne Boleyn (daughter of the Earl of Wiltshire) caught my eye when 
she became Catherine’s Lady-in Waiting. 



Day 5



LO:  To edit and improve.

• Purpose – Record thoughts and feelings about events in a person’s 
life.

• Audience – Yourself (e.g. Henry VIII)

• Text – Diary



Reread your writing or ask someone to read 
it.
• Does it make sense?



Have you used Year 5/6 spellings?

I have 
highlighted 

words 
which 

would suit 
this text 
type but 

you can use 
any.  Try to 
include at 

least 5.



Have you used capital letters correctly?

• In a poem each line should begin with a capital letter as well as any 
proper nouns.



In order to seal our future, I have decided 
that this great nation does not need to be 
part of the Catholic Church.  No longer will 
I entreat the Pope for a divorce as I have 
made a decision, which will strengthen 
this powerful country of ours.  I will start 
my own church and will call it the Church 
of England.  My conscience is clear.  The 
monarch of England will be head of the 
church and to those who insist on 
following the Pope I shall say, “Off with 
their heads!”

Look at your writing a section 
at a time.

Original
Edited version

Ask is an example of tier 1 vocabulary so I need to make it tier two. 
I can use an adjective to describe the country.
I need to use a comma in the final sentence.

In order to seal our future, I have 
decided that this great nation does not 
need to be part of the Catholic Church.  
No longer will I ask the Pope for a 
divorce as I have made a decision, 
which will strengthen this country of 
ours.  I will start my own church and 
will call it the Church of England.  My 
conscience is clear.  The monarch of 
England will be head of the church and 
to those who insist on following the 
Pope I shall say “Off with their heads!”



Task

• Using a green pen, edit your writing and rewrite your poem.


