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hill, but between the palace and me there Was a pack
and walves,
I drew my sword and crept towards the fips
was a lion. As I approached it, it closed its eyes, |
cars and purred! T could stroke the velvet fur
eyes, It licked my hand. Next | approached a wolf. Iy

on to its back and showed me it belly to scrateh, What kind
of wild beasts were these?

I could see my crew. They were sitting round a tabje laug'hingu

and singing, cating and drinking as if they were home.

Out of the shadows behind them came the mistress of

this place. Long-limbed she was, pale-skinned, dark-haired
and dark-eyed. She brought them cheese and wine and
honey and barley-meal, As they ate I say her take 3 wand
from beneath her skirts. She touched each of them ;

n turn,
As each man was touched he dropped the cup he ha
clutching and stareq at his fingers 5
His arms angd legs shrank t5 stubs. |

his nose stretched Out into a spoyr,

men — for sitting around the table T

d been
they prew together.
1is belly swelled ang
These were 1o longer

could see only pigs!



. The lady clapped

: 4, the pigs flopped from their

followed her into the ad

understood. The lions and -

= once been human. She had

I — had found them wanting,

Half of me was furious. The
was terrified, 1

T drew my sword, intending to r

and attack, but the all the hairs o

back of my neck stood up.

1 knew this sensation. I kney

meant T wag ; ] ?
¥as 10 the presence of 4 Gog

or Goddess, Sype enough, shimmer:ing

rof the Gods,

above mic vig e messenge

half-truths, to betray us. I saw it
is not just the Messenger of the G‘ﬂ‘
of Trickery and Storytelling. But what ch
could not sail my ship alonc.

Hermes led me into the forest. He
black of root, white of petal. Moly is its nam :
would protect me against Circe’s enchantments.
it fram the ground as only a God could do. F A
pouch it within my check. T bowed my head to gi
When T lifted my head T was slone.

T was shaking as 1 approached Circe’s
opened the door and greeted me bur 1 did not o
eye. I knew if | looked into her cve for even 2 moment
would be cothralied by her. She led me to the table. T ate ang
drank, but 2l 1 tasted was the bitter ront of Mol

Suddealy I felt something coul touch my neck. Circe was &
standing over me with the wand in her hand. She gasped to

see that her magic had had no effecs.
T leaped to my feet. With my sword 1 struck the wand
of - hand. I showed her the sharp end of my blade

o
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‘A month, I said,
But one month became three, then six, and
After a year, the crew demanded that we leave,
I went to Circe and told her the time had come |
voyage on. I asked if she might know of a way to p

outwat the Sea God. She shook her head.



