
Perseus and the Gorgons 
• 

This is part of a myth from ancient Greece. 

At last Perseus found the Gorgons. They 

were asleep among the rocks, and Perseus 

was able to look at them safely. 

Although they were asleep, the live 

serpents which formed their hair were 

writhing venomously. The sight filled Perseus 

with horror. How could he get near enough 

without being turned to stone? 

Suddenly Perseus knew what to do. He 

now understood why Athena had given him 

the shining bronze shield. Looking into it he 

saw clearly the reflection of the Gorgons. 

Using the shield as a mirror, he crept forward. 

Then with a single swift blow he cut off 

the head of the nearest Gorgon. Her name 

was Medusa. 

In one mighty swoop, Perseus grabbed 

the head of Medusa. He placed it safely in 

his bag and sprang into the air on his 

winged sandals. 
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