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Lesson 1- What is Air Pollution?
LO: To illustrate the changes is traffic and air pollution over the past two months.
In this first geography lesson, we will looking at the impact of air pollution, especially considering that while we have been in lock-down, there has been dramatic change in the levels of traffic.

What changes have you noticed?
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Since the lockdown,  as people are no longer travelling, air pollution has completely dropped. Read this extract from the Metro:

“There’s no question that the impact of coronavirus has completely changed the world in recent weeks. The huge rise in cases and deaths across the world in recent weeks has forced governments to put entire countries on lockdown and restrict travel as much as possible. And some incredible before and after images have revealed how air pollution has drastically dropped in places which have been put under strict lockdown orders due to coronavirus.”


Read more: https://metro.co.uk/2020/04/22/pictures-show-lockdown-cleared-air-pollution-around-world-12592210/?ito=cbshare
Twitter: https://twitter.com/MetroUK | Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MetroUK/

Below, you will see a before and after image of Milan in Italy. What do you notice about the changes in air pollution?

ACTIVITY- To produce a poster showing a before and after picture of the traffic and air pollution on your road, with facts about the dangers around it. 
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WHAT IS
AIRPOLLUTION?

What makes the air dirty?

There are many activities in our day-to-day lives which contribute to air pollution.
Air pollution can be caused when we burn fossil fuels, such as coal, natural gas, petrol or
diesel. We use these energy supplies for all sorts of things, from cooking and washing, to
lighting and heating our homes and schools, and travelling by car.

The most concerning pollutants in the air are nitrogen dioxide (NO.) and particulate matter
(PM), or particulates. Other pollutants can include ozone (O5) and sulphur dioxide (SO,).

Nitrogen dioxide (NO.): Breathing this in can irritate and damage the lining of the lungs. You
can't see or smell NO; in the air, except in very warm weather when it sometimes combines
with other chemicals in the air and makes the sky look hazy and brown.

Particulate matter (PM): Particulates are tiny particles of dust, oot or liquid which are
too small to see. When you breathe these in they can sometimes go deep into your lungs
and the smallest can even pass into the bloodstream.
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Air pollution in the past -
the Great Smog in London

Even before there were so many cars on the roads, London suffered from
the effects of air pollution. After the Industrial Revolution in the 18th
‘century, factories sprang up, producing pollution in the form of smoke.

When smoke and fog mixed together, they made ‘smog’, which made the
air hard to breathe, and also made it difficult to see. Smog was very bad
in1952, a period of time which became known as the Great Smog. During
the Great Smog in London, around 8,000 to 12,000 people died from

causes related to the levels of pollution in the air.
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How does air pollution affect your health?

Air pollution can contribute to breathing problems, the development of
asthma, and lung and heart diseases. The risks are greater for children, as
your bodies are less resilient and still developing. Because of your height, you
are also closer to the exhaust fumes from cars. Studies have also shown that
living in very polluted areas can stop your lungs developing properly, which
could cause health problems later in life.
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Things you should know!
According to Asthma UK:

Children and young adults with asthma are more at risk from the
effects of pollution because they have faster breathing rates and
their lungs are still developing.
Children living in areas with high poliu
reduced lung function than adults.
Long-term exposure to high concent
cause asthma in children.

Breathing in outdoor air pollution and diesel exhaust is linked to
ising lung cancer

Exposure to air pollution contributes to around 36,000 premature
deaths every year in the UK.

jon are more likely to have

ions of air pollution may





image6.png




