	snatched 
	to take quickly or suddenly; grab.

	reeds
	a tall grass with straight, jointed stalks that grows in low, wet areas.

	riverbank
	the sloped ground at the edge of a river.

	copper
	a reddish brown metal. 

	scoffed
	 to speak with mild scorn- treating someone as if they were stupid or worthless.

	hissing
	to make a sound as if holding an "s" for a long time.

	seldom
	not often; rarely.

	tease
	to make fun of or try to annoy in a playful or cruel way.

	mend 
	to repair or fix.

	bidding 
	to direct; command.

	coaxed
	to get someone to do something by gentle urging.

	companions 
	one who spends time with another or others- friends 

	scarcely 
	almost not; just barely.

	awakened
	to wake from sleep.

	nimble 
	quick and light in movement

	tugged
	to pull at in a strong way.

	declared 
	to announce in a formal way.

	dainty 
	small, pretty, and delicate.

	gilded 
	to move smoothly and without effort.

	papyrus 
	a tall water plant of the river nile in egypt grown as an ornamental plant and once used to make a material like paper.

	jeered
	to remark in a loud, mocking, abusive manner.

	spite 
	the wish to hurt, bother, or embarrass a person.


	tunic
	a type of clothing that is loose and hangs to the knees. 

	sash
	a band of cloth worn around the waist or over the shoulder.

	glance 
	to take a quick look.

	sighed 
	to breathe out with a long breath because of being sad, tired, or relieved.


	dull
	not interesting or lively; boring.


	hem 
	an edge of a dress, curtain, or something else made of cloth.

	falcon
	a bird with long, powerful wings and a hooked beak. 

	murmured 
	a sound that is soft, muffled, and ongoing, like the sound made by quiet conversation.

	soar 
	to fly or glide in a swift, easy way and at a very great height.

	talons
	a claw of a bird or animal.

	pleaded 
	to ask for something in a sincere or serious way.

	heed 
	to give one's attention to; listen to; take notice of.

	speck 
	a small mark or spot.

	stork 
	a wading bird with long legs and a long neck and bill.

	preferred
	to choose above all others as the best liked or most wanted.

	chariot 
	a vehicle with two wheels used in ancient times.

	exclaimed 
	to speak suddenly and with strong feeling.

	throne
	the seat used by a ruler or other important person for ceremonies or other special events.

	deserted 
	to leave behind even though it is one's duty to stay; abandon.

	distant 
	far away in time or space.

	tracked 
	a mark or series of marks left on the ground by the feet of people or animals, or the wheels of machines; trail.



	flocked 
	a group of animals or birds of one kind that stay or are kept together, such as geese or sheep.

	determined 
	the quality of having a firm goal.

	summoned 
	to call for a particular purpose.

	barge 
	a large, long boat with a flat bottom used for carrying goods.

	vowed
	a serious promise.

	oarsmen 
	someone who rows a boat.

	din 
	a loud, steady noise.

	dreadful 
	causing great fear; terrible.

	fled
	to run away or escape. (past tense for flee) 

	cramped
	to leave no space, not spacious. 



	peering 
	to look hard or closely to see something better.

	gawked 
	to look at someone or something fixedly; gaze

	ease
	skill that makes something seem not difficult.

	protested 
	an objection or complaint, go against. 




