


In this lesson, we will be focussing on the 2nd point –

how fossils provide evidence that life has evolved.



Here is an artist’s interpretation of what horses looked like 
40 million years ago. 

Do they look the same as the horses that live today?

What differences do you see?

What similarities do you see?



The pictures on the right are 
fossils of horses from 
different time periods.

Over a period of 40 million 
years, horses have slowly 
changed from small dog-like 
creatures to the strong, tall 
animals they are today.

When a species changes 
over time like this, we say it 
has evolved.

We call the process 
EVOLUTION. It is even 
possible for a split into 2 
new species. 

Modern day horse

15 million years ago.

20 million years ago

30-40 million years ago.

LO: To recognise the development of evolutionary theory



All animals and even all plants 
have experienced evolution.

This picture shows how corn has 
changed from its ancestors.

Even humans have evolved.

This photo shows what human 
ancestors might have looked 
like.

It has been recreated from 
fossils that are 0.5 million years 
old.
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These are pictures of even older human 
ancestors, from 2.5 and 1.8 million years ago.

What do you notice about early humans?



Early primates evolved 
into several different 
species. Some of these 
would become humans…

If you thought that early humans looked a 
lot like monkeys, you would be correct!

This image is a skeleton of a notharctus, a 
species of ape from 50 million years ago.

Others would evolve 
into the primates we 
see today.



Many different species can evolve from a single species.

If we look back further in time, we see that humans 
share ancestry with even more animals.



We have traced back human ancestry all the way to 
the ocean, where the first signs of life are found to 
exist from almost 4,000 million years ago.

These are a few of the species in the 
chain of evolution that eventually led 
to humans.

These species also evolved into many 
of the creatures you see today.

All images thanks to Nobu Tamura











Task 



What have you learnt about 
Evolution?

• What happens to a 
species over time?

• How do we know this?

• Have humans evolved?


