
If you wish to discuss your child’s progress, an appointment can be made with us.   
Please let us know at least the day before.    

Thank you  Miss Salloub 5W      Mrs Mentore 5P      Ms Arora 5S     Miss Adeyemi 5F  

We wish you all a very happy New Year!  We have had a good first term establishing our expectations and children challenging them-
selves with their learning.  The children worked hard to learn some new concepts and apply it in various ways so ensure learning is 
secure and easily retrieved.   We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your support with homework, reading and 
practising times tables.  We look forward to your continued support in these areas. This newsletter outlines the topics we will be  
covering in each subject during the  Spring Term and some website links to help you support your child.   Furthermore, Knowledge 
Organisers are available online in the News section of our school website. 
https://www.wembleyprimary.co.uk/news/year-5/ 

English  
 

Older Literature: ‘The Highway Man’ 
Children will be introduced to the historical context of 
the poem,  the characters and setting, looking closely 
at   unfamiliar language and investigating word    
meanings. They will then go on to explore characters 
through drama and storytelling. The children will  

perform the poem, and experiment with writing in a similar style. It 
would be helpful if you could please share the history of Highway 
Men with your child, to help them understand the context of the 
story. http://www.bbc.co.uk/insideout/eastmidlands/series3/
travellers_highwaymen_derbyshire_peakdistrict.shtml 
 

We will be reading the book ‘Wonder’ in Destination 
Reader and English lessons.  The children will then be 
applying their persuasive writing techniques to write a 
letter.  We will be applying the grammar and spelling 
rules we have been working on during the Autumn 
Term as well as learning new techniques e.g. using 
different forms of punctuation to show parenthesis and 

a range of coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 
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Science  
Our Science topics for this term are ’Getting Sorted’ and ’Everyday Materials’. 
Children will further develop their knowledge and understanding of  
materials, acquiring in-depth knowledge of the properties of  certain materials 
as well as how and why those specific properties make them suitable for 
particular uses. They will explore familiar objects and find out more about 
solids, liquids and gases.  
This website provides useful information on identifying different materials 
and understanding their uses for different purposes:   BBC Bitesize:  https://
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4339j6/articles/zx8hhv4 

Maths  
This term we will be focusing on: 
Fractions 
Equivalent fractions  
Converting improper fractions to mixed numbers 
Converting mixed numbers to improper fractions 
Comparing and ordering fractions  
Adding and subtracting fractions  
Adding and subtracting mixed numbers. 
 
 
Perimeter and Area 
Finding the perimeter and area od rectangles 
Finding the perimeter of polygons 
Finding the area of compound shapes. 
 
 
Please ensure your children practises their number facts for 
addition and subtraction as well as multiplication and division. 
 
Times Tables Rock Stars (ttrockstars.com)  

Hit the Button - Quick fire maths practise for 6-11 year olds 
(topmarks.co.uk)  

Computing 
Vector drawing 
Children will find out that vector images are made up of shapes and 
learn how to use the different drawing tools in Google Drawings. They 
will learn that images are created in layers and explore the ways in 
which the parts can be grouped and duplicated to support them in    
creating more complex pieces of work. 

History  
We will be learning about the life and times of the 
Vikings.  We will be continuing the theme of invasion 
which the children learnt about in Year 3 (Romans) and 
Year 4 (Anglo-Saxons).   We will be finding out where 
the Vikings came from, how we can find out about 
their lives, other countries the Vikings invaded, what 

life was like for women as well as the Vikings’ religious beliefs.  
If you are able please visit the British Museum, which has a small exhibi-

tion of Viking artefacts. 

Art 
We shall begin by studying the self portraits by Frida Kahlo. Then we shall 
explore a variety of art techniques that create effects. The children will use 
these techniques and other influences to create an original art work. 

P.E  
For P.E we will be focusing on Dance. Children will learn a sequence before 
creating their own by following the rhythm.  

RE and Worldviews  
Children will be looking at answering 
the big question: Is commitment the 
same as sacrifice? We will be discussing 
acts of commitment in various religions 

and comparing how different religions show commitment to 
their God by making certain sacrifices in their lives, such as 
giving up time, money or fasting. 

Music 
Pupils will be practising skills in rhythm, beats, tempo and composition of  
music.  

https://ttrockstars.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


Year 5 Topic Home Learning Spring 1 

Please choose at least three of the challenges to complete.  To get the maximum benefit and enjoyment, please spread them 
out during the half term.  The standard of homework has been exceptionally high in Year 5.  Thank you for your support! 

Science  
With an adult’s help... 
At what temperature does chocolate go from a solid to a liquid?  
Is it  different for white and dark chocolate?  
 
Have fun with this investigation and share your results through 
photos/videos or a PowerPoint presentation.  
 
Give this fun science experiment a try: http://
www.sciencekids.co.nz/experiments/chocolate.html   

History  

Research what life was like for of the Vikings.  Choose an area of 

this period of history to write about.  You could choose one of 

the following: Viking homes, What did Vikings eat?, Gods and 

Goddesses, Viking Past Times (Games, Music and stories), Did 

the Vikings have kings? 

Remember you must write at least 2 sides of A4 or 5 

PowerPoint slides.  It should be your own work, not copied and 

pasted from other websites.   

Music 

 
Write a RAP about yourself.  
Think about how you would 
summarise your character.  
Maybe include your likes and 
dislikes.   
 
Most importantly think about 
how you would like to portray 

yourself and your message in your rap.   
As always, presentation is really important.  You may 
choose to use Publisher or WordPerfect to present your 
rap.  Please print it out for your teachers or post it on 
Google Classroom.  Otherwise, handwrite it in your neatest 
handwriting.   
You can even design a cover to promote your rap.  Have 
fun and be creative! 

Art 
On the sheet of paper, you must plan an outcome based on the painting 
‘The Two Fridas’.  
You must include two versions of your face.  
Include drawings of symbols to represent your likes, personality, etc. 
 
Ask yourself.. 

How can I compose the faces and my symbols? 
What ideas do I want to express about my identity in 
this outcome? 
Which symbols could I include? 
What size could I draw the objects?  

 
  Ideas for your ‘Two Fridas’; 
 The ‘you’ in school and the ‘you’ at home. 

  Everyday ‘you’ and the ‘you’ inside. 
 You now and you in the future. 
 You from the past and you now. 
 Happy you and sad you. 

Reading 
Design your own cover and blurb for a book you have read.  Think about how you would 
persuade people to read your book.  You can research other book covers and blurbs to help 
you get more ideas. Create a powerful image that relates to the book, as well as an intriguing 
blurb that will want your readers to find out more.  You could even make up quotes from 
newspapers, magazines or other authors that have recommended the book. 

Writing 
Write a diary entry as a character from the poem (the highwayman, Bess or the ostler). 
Describe the events in the poem as well as the character’s feelings. 
Ensure you have used Year 5 writing techniques: 
• Expanded noun phrases 
• Figurative language 
• Subordinating and coordinating conjunctions 
• Fronted adverbials. 
• Commas for a list, and to mark subordinate clauses, questions marks and exclamation marks 
• Ensure the events are in the past tense and feelings are written in the present tense  

Compulsory Homework—Reading, Spellings and Maths Fluency Focus 
This part of the homework must be completed, as well as the weekly spellings and daily reading.  Please always check your child’s 
homework book, spelling records and support them with their daily reading to help them move up the colour bands.  The reading 
record must be signed 5 times a week by parents/carers.   Maths:  Rapid recall of division facts to up to 12.  Use https://
www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button  to help you. 
Continue to learn decimal, fraction and percentage equivalents.  This website is helpful: https://www.mathsisfun.com/decimal-
fraction-percentage.html 

http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/experiments/chocolate.html
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/experiments/chocolate.html
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button

