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What is trial and improvement?

•Trial and improvement is a problem solving strategy 

• In this strategy each attempt at an answer gives you 
more information and helps you to find the correct 
solution

•Each question will give you one or more rules and ask 
you to find a number that obeys the rules. Use trial and 
improvement to find the correct number.



Detective Oswald Mallory



Detective Oswald Mallory

Answer – His number was 15

Answer – His number was 12

You can find these by testing 
each number to see if they 
follow the rule.
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Detective Oswald Mallory

Answer – His number was 15

Answer – His number was 16



Detective Oswald Mallory



Detective Oswald Mallory

Answer – His number was 28

Answer – His number was 21



Detective Oswald Mallory



Detective Oswald Mallory

Answer – His number was 39

Answer – His number was 26



Task


