
Lesson 5 – The Successors 

L.O. To understand who Henry was 
succeeded by

Remember if you have any questions about your learning please email learning@wembleyprimaryschool.brent.sch.uk

Successor: a person or thing that succeeds another.
Succeed: take over a throne, office, or other position from
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What happened to Henry VIII? 

By the end of his life, Henry was obese. He had injured his leg in 1536, and this prevented him 
from exercising. The wound became ulcerated, and he died from natural causes in 1547.
He was 55 when he died and had reigned for 38 years. 

King Henry VIII’s only son, Edward, was born on October 12, 1537. Upon Henry’s 

death in 1547, Edward succeeded him as king at the tender age of 10 and ruled 

until his death in 1553.

Following the death of her half-brother Edward in 1553, 

Mary ( daughter of Catherine of Aragon) became the 

queen of England.



Mary I

After the death of her half-brother, Edward, Mary took 
over the throne. 
She rules from 1553 – 1558 (when she died) 

Mary was a devout Catholic – like her mother – when she 
came to the throne she vowed England would be Catholic 
once again. Mary reunited the English Church with Rome 
and in 1555 banned translations of the bible. 

Mary earned herself the nickname ‘bloody Mary’ due to the number of people she executed for being Protestant in her short 
reign. 
Mary burned nearly 300 people at the stake for refusing to give up their religion and convert to the Catholic Church!

Following the death of her half-sister Mary in 1553, 

Elizabeth ( daughter of Ann Boleyn) became the queen of 

England.



Elizabeth I

After her half-sister Mary died in 1558, Elizabeth rose to the throne and rules for 45 years. She 
was the last Tudor Monarch and was 25 at her coronation (pictured left).

Elizabeth – like her mother – was protestant and she made England a protestant country (again) 
and broke from Rome for the 2nd time. 

During this time,  England had become and enemy of Spain – who were still catholic – and this 
caused a war known as the Spanish Armada. 

Elizabeth I's rule is remembered as the Golden Age of English history. Under her rule, England 
advanced in such areas as foreign trade, exploration, literature, and the arts.
During Elizabeth's reign the age of exploration began with explorers such as Francis 
Drake claiming new lands for England and introducing new materials and foods. The American 
State, Virginia, is named after her.

The Tudor period ended with the death of Queen 
Elizabeth I on 24th March 1603 after 45 years on the 
throne. She had no husband or children to succeed 
her.



Your Task
1. After Henry VIII two women succeeded him. One successful and one not. Can 

you find information about these two Queens and in the impact they had on the 

country.

2. Explain why the Tudor reign came to an end

You will need to do more research to answer this question, please use the following websites or your own – do 
not use Wikipedia and do not copy word for word, you will need to explain in your own way: 
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Tudors.html
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/tudors
https://www.lgfl.net/learning-resources/summary-page/the-tudors-in-london

Ways in which you can present this information: 
Information text/leaflet, PowerPoint, video documentary – video yourself in a 
documentary style or writing down in your homework book.
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