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Key Facts 

 Community is all about living together in a place in harmony 
and overcoming problems together. It involves looking after 
all members of that group.  Children play a key role in their 
faith communities. 

 In Christianity ,the concept of community is very im-
portant. Love your neighbour as yourself is a key teaching 
from the Christian religious book, the Bible. The story of 
the Good Samaritan is an important story that is all about 
removing prejudice and belonging to a community. Many 
churches provide opportunities for children to worships and 
be involved in the community. 

 In Judaism, Shabbat plays an important part in the Jewish 
calendar and so does the yearly festival of Pesach 
(Passover). It is a time for the whole family to be together 
and get involved in prayers. Children are involved in Pesach 
when the youngest child asks ‘the Four Questions’ about 
Passover. 

 In Hinduism, children learn about unity and community 
through stories with morals such as ’unity is strength and 
though worship or Puja at home with their families 

 In Islam, children learn about the Islamic community 
through watching their parents and participating in Friday 
prayers . They are also involved in other important festivals 
in the Islamic calendar such as Ramadan by learning appro-
priate Ramadan greetings, involve them in preparing Iftar 
dinners and celebrating the Eid-al-Fitr together. 

 In Sikhism, community based around the Gurdwara (the 
Sikh temple) is central to their beliefs. Adults and children 
cook and serve the langar (a free meal to members of the 
community) daily. 

 There are many examples of when different faith communi-
ties have worked together to make changes in the world. 
For example, in providing food for those who are vulnerable 
and self-isolating during COVID-19. 

Vocabulary 

Word Definition 

community A group of people who live together 
or have similar beliefs, customs, iden-
tity or values.  

Co-operation Working together  

participation To take part in something 

unity Working together as one 

support To help during times of trouble or 
need. 

tradition the handing down of a culture's be-
liefs and customs from parents to 
children over many years. 

values principles considered most important 
to someone.  

Hinduism  the main religion of India, which has 
many gods that are part of the same 
supreme being. Hinduism has a strict 
system of social classes and a belief 
that the soul can be born again after 
death into a different body. 

Christianity  the religion based on the teachings of 
Jesus Christ. 

Islam  a religion founded by Muhammad. Its 
holy book is called the Koran. 

Sikhism  Sikhism is a monotheistic religion. 
Sikhism stresses the importance of 
doing good actions rather than merely 
carrying out rituals 

Judaism  the religion of the Jewish people. It 
is based on the belief in one God and 
on two holy books, the Old Testament 
of the Bible and the Talmud 



Key skills and concepts: 

Children will be able to: 

 Recognise that they are surrounded by many different communities 

 Identify which communities they belong to. 

 Understand the role that they play in these communities as young people. 

 Notice similarities in faith communities such as a belief in unity. 

 Understand that communities can work together for a common goal or to solve prob-
lems despite their differences. 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

Children will learn: 

 A community is a group of people who have similar values, beliefs, customs or identity. 

 We are all a part of different communities that are local, global and national. Some of 
these are faith communities but there are many types of community, such as our school 
community. 

 There are different faith communities and children have their part to play in their 
faith communities. For example: regular Church worship and activities (Christianity), ch 
child’s questions at Pesach (Judaism), stories and puja at home (Hindusim), Full Moon 
days (Buddism), watching and participating n Friday prayer (Islam),  

 The theme of unity is very important within faith communities e.g. Ek Onkar (Sikhism),  
the rope of Allah (Islam) and the concept of ‘unity is strength’ (Hindusim). 

 Different communities can work together to sort out problems, despite differences in 
beliefs and values they may have. For example voluntary groups from different reli-
gious groups working together to provide food for vulnerable people during COVID-19 
isolation. 

Key Questions 

What is a community? 

What part do children play in their faith communi-
ties? 

What makes a strong faith community? 

How can  communities work together? 

How can communities improve how they work togeth-
er? 

How can a shared human community overcome barri-
ers? 

 

 

 


