
Preparation of 

shrines in 

Hinduism



Definitions

Worshipper: A person who prays.
Devotion: To show a lot of love and care towards 
something or someone.
Purify: To make something clean.
Presence: Something or someone being in a 
place at a certain time.
Incense: A spice or special stick that is burned to 
create a sweet smell.



What is a Shrine? 

A shrine can be anything: a small room, a statue or a 
picture of  God (BBC,2005).



• At Home

• At the temple

• In public places

• Anywhere!

• Every day

• Festivals

• Pilgrimage

Where? When?

Where do Hindus go to worship?



What is the purpose of a Hindu Shrine?
Hindus keep a shrine at home to pray. This prayer is 
called ‘Puja’ (say:Poo-ja). Hindus keep photos of God 
and some statues of God to pray to in a small area of 
their home. The pictures of God and the statues of 
God (called Murtis; say Muhr-tees) help Hindus to 
become closer to God when they worship. By praying 
to the statue, Hindus believe they are showing 
devotion and love to God.



What are the objects used 
in Hindu prayer?



Examples of God statues (Murtis) and photos used in Hindu 

shrines.

Lord Ganesh
God of success, wisdom and 
good luck.

Lord Krishna
God of compassion and love.

Lord Shiva
God of Destroying all 
evil.

Goddess Laxmi
God of wealth (money).



Objects used in prayer

These are all the objects 
needed to prepare the 
Hindu shrine. Let’s see 
what each object is used 
for…



Objects used in prayer

Hindus ring the bell to let 
God know that they have 
come to worship and to 
invite them into the 
home.



Objects used in prayer

Worshippers will light the 
candle and move it 
around in circles to bring 
light to the shrine. This 
light is a symbol of God’s 
presence.



Objects used in prayer

Worshippers light an 
incense stick and move it 
around the shrine in 
circles. This purifies the 
air and brings a nice 
scent to the shrine for 
the Gods.



Objects used in prayer

This is used to offer water 
to God.



Objects used in prayer
Red powder is used to make a mark 
on the forehead of the pictures of 
God. This is a sign of respect and 
devotion to the Gods. 

Hindus also make a mark on their 
own forehead as a sign that God has 
blessed them.



Objects used in prayer
Offering of food (known as Prasad; say: Prah-shad) 

Fruits and flowers and 
incense are usually offered 
to God.

The fruit is considered 
‘blessed’ by God and is 
given to people to eat as 
an offering from God.



Hindus believe that water is believed to hold purifying 
and cleansing powers. During prayer (Puja), people 
offer water to God and bathe the statues of Gods with 
water (Murtis) to symbolise cleanliness. 

Water used in prayer (Puja).



Questions to be answered in full sentences.

1. Where do Hindus go to worship God?

2. What is offered to God during prayer?

3. Which object is used to invite God into peoples home?

4. Explain what power the God Lord Ganesh has?

5. What do Hindus do with the candle during prayer?

6. Why do Hindus pray to pictures or statues?

7. Why do Hindus mark red powder on the centre of their foreheads?


