
Monday 29th June 2020

The Singing Mermaid by Julia Donaldson and Lydia Monks

Click on the link to watch the video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
KznvI5gnnvQ



Monday 29th June 2020

The Singing Mermaid

Activation questions:

Where did the mermaid sing? Who 
did she sing to?

Why did the seagulls cry “Don’t go, 
Don’t go” to the mermaid?



There are lots of people in the story The Singing Mermaid. These people are called 
characters in a book.

Lets have a look at some of the characters in the story…

Mermaid

Sam Sly

Annie Seagull

Monday 29th June 2020



Your task:

The mermaid is the main character in the story. 

Can you write a character description about her?

E.g. The pretty mermaid has long, straight golden hair. She has long black 
eyelashes and red small lips. The pretty mermaid was really nice because she 
would sing songs to her friends and that would make her friends happy.



Don’t forget:

The pretty mermaid has long, straight golden hair. She has 
long black eyelashes and red small lips. The pretty mermaid 
was really nice because she would sing songs to her friends 
and that would make her friends happy.

Capital letter at 
the beginning of 
the sentence. 

Full stop to end my 
sentence.

Personality of the 
Mermaid.

Adjectives used to 
describe her hair.



Photo of the Mermaid 



Character description checklist 

Please use this checklist to see if you have everything included in your character description.

Character description checklist

☺ ☹

Name of the character (Mermaid)

Appearance (what the mermaid looks like)

Personality (Was she a kind or mean character?)

Skills (What skills did she have?)

Adjectives (describing words)



Super Challenge

L.O: To use a simile

When do we use a simile? When we directly compare two things to
show the similarities between the two.
We use the words “like” or “as”.

Look at this sentence:

The strawberries are red like roses. 

The strawberries are being compared to the roses and what do the 
strawberries have in common with the roses? They are both red.

.

The word “like” shows us the comparison 
which we now know is a simile. 



Your turn to practise:

Can you identify which sentences are similes below:
Remember to look for two comparisons that are similar using the words like or as.

1.  As cold as ice.

2. The park is green.

3. Bob went to the shops.

4. The baby slept like a koala.

5. As soft as a cloud.



Example of using a simile

The pretty mermaid has long, straight orange hair. She has long 
black eyelashes and red small lips. Her lips were as red as a 
rose. The pretty mermaid was really nice because she would sing 
songs to her friends and that would make her friends happy. 
The mermaid has black tiny eyes. Her eyes are as black as a 
soot.

Use of simile 

Using a simile to 
show similarities of 
her lips to a rose.



Tuesday 30th June 2020

The Singing Mermaid

Click on the link to watch the video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
KznvI5gnnvQ



Tuesday 30th June 2020

The Singing Mermaid
Activation questions:

Whose circus came to town?

Where did Sam Sly make the 
mermaid live?



L.O: To use the conjunction word but

When do we use but? To connect two sentences together.

Look at this sentence.

Tom ran. He missed the bus.

We use the conjunction but to show contrast.

Tom ran but he missed the bus.

The next word doesn’t need to start with a 
capital letter.



Your turn to practise:

Rewrite the sentences, joining them with the conjunction but.

I went to the shop. The shop is closed.

It is cold outside. It is very warm in my house.

I went to watch a football match. My team lost.



Your task:

There are two main settings (ocean and circus) in the book The Singing 
Mermaid. 

If you could perform in the Circus, what act would you like to do?

Would you need any special skills for your act? Such as the ability to juggle, 
weight lift or balance?

E.g. if I could perform an act at the circus I would love to act as a circus 
acrobat but I would need special skills such as being able to balance and 
being really good at gymnastics. 



Don’t forget:

If I could perform an act at the circus I would love to 
act as a circus acrobat but I would need special skills 
such as being able to balance and being really good at 
gymnastics.

Capital letter at 
the beginning of 
the sentence. 

Using but. 

Full stop to end my 
sentence. 



Wednesday 1st July 2020

The Singing Mermaid

Click on the link to watch the video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
KznvI5gnnvQ



Wednesday 1st July 2020

The Singing Mermaid

Activation questions:

Who helped the mermaid escape?

What did the seagull steal?



L.O: To use capital letters for peoples name.

When do we use a capital letter? At the beginning of a sentence
For names
Place 
Pronoun I 
Months of Year
Days of the Week

Look at this sentence

On Mondays Kristina loves to eat cake with James.

Capital letter at 
the beginning of 
the sentence. 

Capital letter for 
peoples name. 



Your turn to practise:

Rewrite the sentences putting in the capital letters correctly.

i went to the beach on saturday with george.

my sisters name is holly and i have a little brother called bogdon.

tina loves to play outside with dominic.



Your task:

Sam Sly convinced the mermaid that she should perform at the Circus. Her friends tried 
to stop her, but she didn’t listen to them. 

Can you write a letter to the mermaid persuading her not to go?

E.g. 
Dear Mermaid,

How are you? I have heard so much about you and I love hearing your beautiful singing 
voice it makes me sleep peacefully at night. I wish I could sing just like you. But maybe one 
day I can have a voice just like yours.

I am writing this letter to you because I want to try and stop you from performing at the 
circus because the owner Sam sly is tricking you. Instead of performing at the circus you 
will be stuck in a tiny fish tank. Please do not trust him. He is evil and I do not want you to 
be sad and miserable. I want to be able to continue listening to your beautiful singing voice.

I hope you do not listen to Sam sly.

Lots of love, Miss Patel.



Don’t forget:

Dear Mermaid,

How are you? I have heard so much about you and I love hearing your beautiful singing voice it 
makes me sleep peacefully at night. I wish I could sing just like you. But maybe one day I can 
have a voice just like yours.

I am writing this letter to you because I want to try and stop you from performing at the circus 
because the owner Sam sly is tricking you. Instead of performing at the circus you will be stuck 
in a tiny fish tank. Please do not trust him. He is evil and I do not want you to be sad and 
miserable. I want to be able to continue listening to your beautiful singing voice.

I hope you do not listen to Sam Sly.

Lots of love, Miss Patel.

Capital letter at the beginning of 
the sentence. 

Full stop to end my sentence. 

Capital letter for 
names. 

Capital letter for names. 



Thursday 2nd July 2020

The Singing Mermaid

Click on the link to watch the video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
KznvI5gnnvQ



Reflecting

Today we are going to take a look at the answers for the activation questions you 
did on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.

Activation questions:

• Where did the mermaid sing? Who did she sing to?

The mermaid sang in the deep blue bay

She sang to the fishes, haddock, hake and the ling.

• Why did the seagulls cry “Don’t go, Don’t go” to the mermaid?

Because they did not want her to go with Sam Sly as he was lying.



Reflecting

• Whose circus came to town?

Sam Sly circus came to town.

• Where did Sam Sly make the mermaid live?

Sam Sly made the mermaid live in a fish tank.



Reflecting

• Who helped the mermaid escape?

Annie the acrobat helped the mermaid escape.

• What did the seagull steal?

The seagull stole the key.



Check your writing using this checklist.
Once you are happy with it, 
email your edited writing to us at: 

learning@wembleyprimary.brent.sch.uk

Don’t forget to include your name and 
class in your email.

Reflecting Were there any questions that you got 
wrong?

Was there anything you found too 
difficult?

Look over your work from the last 3 days 
and edit your work

mailto:learning@wembleyprimary.brent.sch.uk


Super Challenge

If you could be a mermaid for a day and have your own tail, where would you go to 
swim and what would you do?

E.g. If I was a mermaid for a day I would swim to the seaside. At the seaside I 
would play with the soft yellow sand and make a big sandcastle. After that I 
would love to take a dip in the cold blue sea.
I would also collect some hard rocks, pebbles and seashells for my friends at 
Silvery shore. Finally I would end my day with some yummy salty chips and a 
vanilla ice cream. 

You may choose one of the following:

South pacific to meet the rainbow fish Nemo.
Magical undersea castle. 
Swim to the island of Motonui to meet Moana.



Friday 3rd July 2020

Review: Last week you read Sharing a Shell

Complete the Sharing a Shell True or 
False questions.

Click on the link to rewatch the video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VpJumA
Zx1t8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VpJumAZx1t8


Spelling Challenge

Get an adult to help you with your spelling test. Can you spell all 10 
words correctly?

• have
• went
• because
• people
• played
• they
• some
• might
• make
• train


