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Key Facts 

 

 Judaism understands the relationship between 
God and humankind in terms of a covenant, 
agreement, both having responsibilities to each 
other.  

 There are 613 commandments which constitute 
God’s will for the Jews and embrace every as-
pect of daily life.  

 Sabbath is Judaism's day of rest and seventh 
day of the week. 

 Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, is a two 
day holiday which start off a ten-day period 
leading to Yom Kippur, known as the Ten Day of 
Penitence.  

 The Sefer Torah is the scroll of the Torah, the 
actual parchment on which are written the Five 
Books of Moses, always in Hebrew.  

 The Sefer Torah is considered the holiest ob-
ject in Judaism.  

 

Vocabulary 

Word Definition 

Atonement The action of making amends for a 
wrong or injury. 

Blessings The act or words of those who 
blesses. 

Challah Enriched bread used particularly on 
Shabbat and during festivals. 

Forgiveness The act of forgiving. 

Hebrew Ancient Semitic language used for 
Jews for prayer and study. 

Home The place where a person lives. 

Mezuzah A scroll placed on doorsteps of Jewish 

homes, containing a section from the 

Torah. 

Ritual A set form for going through the 
steps of a religious ceremony. 

Rosh 
Hashanah 

Jewish New Year. 

Shabbat Day of Spiritual renewal and rest 
commencing at sunset on Friday, 
terminating at nightfall on Satur-
day. 

Torah The five books of Moses. 

Yom Kippur The fast day occurring on the tenth 
day after Rosh Hashanah. 

The Torah Shabbat preparations 

Jewish symbol 



Key skills and concepts: 

Children will be able to: 

 Write a diary entry, in the role of a Jewish child. 

 Write poems to express responses to freedom.  

 Discuss the effect it may have for Jewish children that Shabbat and Pesach are based in 
the home.  

 Discuss why it is important for Jews to be remained of God as Creator on Rosh Hasha-
nah.  

 Explore Jewish artefacts.  

 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

Children will learn: 

 To explore the way practices in the home transmit the importance of Jewish faith, val-
ues and history: the mezuzah, Shabbat and Pesach. 

 To consider how living according to God’s commandments demonstrates the love of God. 

 To respond to some Jewish expressions of God as Creator.  

 To understand and reflect on the meaning of atonement, forgiveness and new beginnings 
for Jews expressed by Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  

 To understand and respond to ways Jews express and celebrate the importance of the 
Sefer Torah. 

Key Questions 

 

How is the home central the continuity of Jewish tra-
ditions? 

What are key beliefs and practices of Judaism? 

 

 

Key Places 

 

Jerusalem  

Israel  

Synagogue  
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