
Monday 6th July 2020
L.O: To answer comprehension questions. 

Today you will be reading a new text that you will use throughout the 
week. The story is about three little elves who are very thoughtful 

and kind to others. You will be reading text and then answering some 
comprehension questions which are a mixture of retrieval ‘right 

there’ questions and inference ‘think and search’ questions.  
Remember with retrieval questions the answer is in the text, 

whereas with inference questions you need to think outside the box. 
Often inference questions start with ‘Why’ and ask you for your 

opinion e.g. ‘What do you think?’

https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/elves/s-
ySTFOVAVMmH You can listen to the story hear as well.

https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/elves/s-ySTFOVAVMmH


The Elves and the Shoemaker 

Once upon a very long time ago, there lived a kind-hearted shoemaker and his wife. Unfortunately, the couple had become so poor that at last 
they had nothing left but the leather to make one pair of shoes.

One night, after a supper of bread and jam, the shoemaker shuffled to his workshop with his head hung down and his shoulders hunched. As he 
cut out the shoes from the last piece of leather, his wife appeared, “Try not to worry. Everything will soon be all right. Leave that tonight. You 
can finish the shoes tomorrow,” she said softly.

Little did they know but three little elves, Clary, Pepper and Jas, heard the shoemaker’s wife. They felt sorry for the kind man and decided to 
help. Working through the night, they cut, sewed and decorated until they had made a beautiful pair of shoes!

In the morning, the shoemaker and his wife were amazed to see the delightful, little shoes on the workbench. “Where have these come from? 
Who made them?” they wondered. Soon, a merchant saw the shoes in the shop window and bought them immediately. He was so impressed by the 
shoes that he gave the shoemaker enough money to buy leather for two pairs of shoes.

That night, too, the shoemaker cut out the shoes and left them on the workbench. Again, the three little elves returned. Working through the 
night, they cut, sewed and decorated until they had made two beautiful pairs of shoes! 

This continued for many more nights, until the shoemaker and his wife were no longer poor. One night, the couple decided that they wanted to 
know who was making the shoes so that they could thank them for their kindness. After a hearty supper, they laid out the leather, hid in the 
workshop and waited to see who their helpers were.

Clary, Pepper and Jas crept into the workshop and by the light of the moon, cut, sewed and decorated until they had made several beautiful pairs 
of shoes! “How lucky we are! We must return their kindness!” declared the shoemaker’s wife.

“Their clothes are ragged and torn. Let’s make them some new clothes,” the shoemaker suggested.

So, all day, they cut, sewed and decorated until they had made three teeny hats, three perfectly miniature suits and three tiny pairs of 
charming shoes. That night they left them on the workbench for the generous elves.

By the light of the moon, Clary, Pepper and Jas danced a jig of happiness on the workbench. Dressed in their brand-new hats, suits and shoes 
they left the shoemaker’s workshop, not ever to return.

The shoemaker and his wife lived happily ever after, never forgetting the three little elves who helped them in their time of need. 



Did you like the story? Why ?

Who was your favorite character? Why?

Which part of the story was your favorite? Why?

Was there something in the story you didn’t like? Can you 
explain why?



Pepper is always asking questions! See if you can 
answer these:

1) What kind of person was the shoemaker? 

2) Can you describe the three elves? 

3) The shoemaker lives in a house with a workshop and a shop. Can you draw it? 

4) At the beginning of the story, why was the shoemaker poor?

5) After his supper of bread and jam, the shoemaker goes to his workshop. Which words suggest that he 
is feeling sad? 

6) Can you draw the scene when the elves first hear the shoemaker and his wife talking in the workshop? 
Where are the elves? 

7) One night the shoemaker and his wife ate a hearty supper. What do you think they ate? 

8) After we elves had finished helping the shoemaker, we helped lots of other people. Who else do you 
think we helped? 

9) We elves are very good at making things. What are you good at?



Tuesday 7th July 2020

L.O: To sort nouns, verbs and adjectives. 

Today you will be using the story you read yesterday to 
explore what nouns, verbs and adjectives are. Firstly you will 
be required to complete a vocabulary game where you match a 
word to the definition and then you will be sorting the words 

into the correct categories (nouns, verbs and adjectives). 



Read the story from 
yesterday on slide two 
again. Complete the word 
game activity.

You can use a dictionary 
to help you. 



Adjectives

An adjective is a word which describes a noun. 

It can tell you what it
• Looks like
• Feels like
• Smells like
• Tastes like
• Sounds like

We use adjectives to make our writing more interesting. 
For example: There was a bug on the leaf. 

We can make out sentence more interesting by adding adjectives. 
There was a happy, green bug on the leaf.

Happy and green are describing words (adjectives). 



Nouns

A noun is a word used to name a person, animal, place or thing.

The dog is wet. 
Dog is the noun because it is a type of animal. 

The two types of nouns

Common nouns

These are the names of things (places or objects).

Proper nouns

These are the names of a particular person, place or thing. They always begin with a 
capital letter.

Leroy is a monster and lives in a tree.
'Leroy' is a proper noun and 'monster' and 'tree' are common nouns.



Verbs 

A verb is a word used to describe an action, state or occurrence.

Verbs can be used to describe an action, that’s doing something. For 
example, like the word ‘jumping’ in this sentence:
The rabbit was jumping in the field.

They can also be used to describe a state of being, that’s feeling 
something. For example, the word ‘likes’ here:

The monster likes rollercoasters.

A verb can be used to describe an occurrence, that’s something 
happening. For example, the word ‘became’ in this sentence:

The caterpillar became a butterfly.

When writing, make sure every sentence includes a verb.



Using what you have learnt 
about adjectives, verbs and 
nouns complete the activity.



Wednesday 7th July 2020

L.O: To use adjectives in my writing. 

Today you will be using adjectives to write a postcard. An 
adjective is a word that describes a noun (the name of a thing 

or a place).

Adjectives include words that describe what something looks 
like and what it feels like to touch, taste, or smell.

Adjectives can be colors and words that describe 
temperatures and sizes.



This is a postcard that Clary, Pepper and 
Jas have just received. 

Clary, Pepper and Jas have been on lots 
of adventures. 

Can you write a postcard to Mr and Mrs 
Cobbler, telling them what the elves have 
been up to?



This is your chance to get creative. What adventures do you think the 
elves have been on? 

Here are some ideas to help you

- They could be helping the tooth fairy to collect children’s teeth

- They could be helping other families 

In your postcard think about the different adjectives you could use to 
describe how they felt throughout their time.



Here is an example of a response to the postcard I have written:

Dear Mr and Mrs Cobbler,

We are doing very well thanks! How are you both? 

We have had a busy few days trying to help the beautiful tooth fairy 
collect all the wonderful children’s teeth. It’s been scorching hot which 
has made it even harder to work, but we are determined to make sure the 
tooth fairy gets all the help she needs. Take care of yourselves!

Lots of love,
Clary, Pepper and Jas

Adjectives



Here is a word mat with some adjectives 
that you can use in your writing. 



Wednesday 8th July 2020

L.O: To write a story

Today you will be using your own imagination to do some 
creative writing! You will have a word bank with suffixes, 

adjectives and conjunctions to support you.



Clary, Pepper and Jas have lots of elf friends who like to help people 
too:

- Jolly and Merry help Father Christmas 

- Cupcake and Cookie help Mr & Mrs Pie in their bakery 

Can you make up a story about some elves that help people?  Think abut 
the following:

A) Decide who your characters are. 

Who needs help? 

What are the elves’ names? 

B) Where does your story take pace



Here is a story map to help 
you in setting out your work. 

You will need 3 paragraphs 
with a beginning, middle and 
end. 



Here is an example of the beginning of my story. 
I’ve made sure to include where my story starts, 
who my main character is and why they need help.

In the depths of North Pole, there lived a man who was 
extremely famous. He was known to the world as Father 
Christmas. Every single year, he worked hard to give all 
the children who had behaved throughout the year 
some wonderful presents. However, this year was 
different. Father Christmas was tired and sick. He was 
scared he wouldn’t be able to give out all the presents 
this year. 



Using the word bank, write your own story using 
your imagination!



Friday 3rd July 2020
L.O: To edit and improve my work.

Today you will be editing and improving your work. 
You will need to check your punctuation, spelling and grammar.

Have you ensured you have a capital letter at the beginning of your 
sentence?

Have you included subordinating conjunctions?

Have you included a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark to 
end your sentence?

Did you include suffixes?

Did you use the word bank (and words/phrases from the text) to make 
your writing more exciting?



Let’s look at how we can improve our writing. This was the beginning of 
my story yesterday. Although it as very good, I’m sure I could make it 
better by adding adjectives, suffixes and different question types. 

In the depths of North Pole, there lived a man who was 
extremely famous. He was known to the world as Father 
Christmas. Every single year, he worked hard to give all the 
children who had behaved throughout the year some 
wonderful presents. However, this year was different. Father 
Christmas was tired and sick. He was scared he wouldn’t be 
able to give out all the presents this year. 

Adding a suffix and an 
adjective

Choosing a 
better word

Adding a 
conjunction 

Adding a  
different 
sentence 
type 



In the depths of North Pole, there lived a thoughtful, 
kind man who was extremely famous. He was known to 
the world as Father Christmas. Every single year, he 
worked relentlessly to give all the children who had 
behaved throughout the year some wonderful 
presents. However, this year was different. Father 
Christmas was tired and sick because he had the flu! 
He was scared he wouldn’t be able to give out all the 
presents this year. What do I do? He wondered.



Checklist

Use the checklist to assess your own 
writing and once you are happy with it 
email your edited writing to us at: 
learning@wembleyprimary.brent.sch.uk
Don’t forget to include your name and 
class in your email.

mailto:learning@wembleyprimary.brent.sch.uk

