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Key Facts 

Worship is an important religious activity and is used as an expression of 
faith. Worship can be a communal or individual activity.  

Christianity:  

Christian worship does not require a specific building as God is everywhere. 
Most Christians worship in a church. The church is not considered to be just 
a building but a group of Christians meeting. There are many different types 
of churches but they all share similar features.  

Buddhism:  

A Buddhist temple or shrine may be part of a monastery where people may 
worship. They do not worship a personal God or creator and therefore talk 
about devotion to the Buddha. Shrines usually have an image or statue of 
Buddha.  

Hinduism: 

Hindus pray in temples. There are many different types of temples. Hindus 
consider all Hindu homes to be temple and so carry out worship at home as 
well. Worship can be communal or individual and is called Puja. Shoes are re-
moved in the place of worship as mark of respect and men and women sit 
separately. 

Islam:  

The Muslim place of worship is called a mosque. Mosques can be of many dif-
ferent types. Usually a mosque will have a minaret where the imam makes the 
adhan (call to prayer)  5 times a day. Muslims can also pray at home.  

Judaism:  

Jewish pray in a synagogue. Synagogues have Torah, a bimah and representa-
tions of the commandants. In Synagogues , women and men sit in separate 
locations.   

Sikhism:  

Sikhs pray in a Gurdwara. It is where the Guru Granth Sahib is kept (holy 
book)  

Vocabulary 

Word Definition 

Church Christian place of worship and reli-

gious services. 

Community A group of people who live together 
or have shared values and interests. 

Devotion Showing affection or loyalty to an 
object or being. 

Diversity Being of different kinds and sorts. 

Identity All the things that define a person 
or thing. 

Mosque Muslim place of worship and reli-
gious services. 

Preaching A religious talk or  advise given to  
others. 

Respect To honour, admire or look up to. 

Sanctity The quality or state of being holy or 
sacred. 

Synagogue Jewish place of worship and reli-
gious services. 

Temple A building or place where god is 

Worship Love and devotion shown to an ob-
ject or being which  is considered to 
be sacred. 

Church                                                    Holy mosque (Kaaba)  

Temple                                                               

Synagogue 



Key skills and concepts: 

Children will be able to: 

 To explore the range of places of worship 

 To articulate aspects of their own traditions and beliefs through external forms.  

Knowledge and Understanding: 

Children will learn: 

 Why worship and its features express the identity and beliefs of its community.  

 To discuss aspects of their own tradition or belief.  

 Explore range of places of worship: celebrations, services, educational and social activi-
ties.  

 Different types of places of worship within one religion.  

 There are appropriate ways to behave and show respect in places of worship.  

 How a place of worship provides for community needs.  

Key Questions 

Why do people worship? 

Where do Christians worship? 

Where do Jewish people worship? 

Where do Muslims worship? 

Where do Buddhist worship?  

How do people of different faith worship? 

How are places of worship important for religious 
communities?  

Key People 

Imam  

A key person in Islam. An imam leads prayer in 
mosques as well as help solve problems in the 
community.  

Priest   

A key person in Christianity. A priest will lead worship 
and carry out communal ceremonies and acts.  

Pandit  

A key person in Hinduism. The pandit carries out pujas 
not only for groups but also for individuals.  

Rabbi  

A key person in Judaism. The Rabbi plays an important 
role in worship.  

Sikhism 

In Sikhism any respectable Sikh can lead the worship 
and prayer congregation.   

 Priest         Imam     Rabbi  


