
WILLIAM MORRIS
S T I L L  L I F E  PA I N T I N G



EXPLAIN: WHAT IS A STILL LIFE 
PICTURE?

A still life picture is a drawing of an object. The picture is 

drawn by putting an object onto a table or flat surface, 

looking at it carefully and drawing it. 



WHO IS WILLIAM MORRIS?

William Morris was a English painter, 

designer and writer.

He was born on 24th March 1984.

In 1861, he started his own Art business.



EXPLAIN: SOME EXAMPLES OF HIS 
WORK

Fruit, 1866 Tulip and Willow, 1873

William painted this 

picture with 

different tones for 

the green leaves and 

used grey in the 

middle of the fruit 

to create shadows.

William placed 

some flowers and 

leaves on a 

decorative cloth and

used different 

shades of grey to 

paint the flowers 

and painted back 

outlines to create 

shadows



EXPLAIN: WHAT IS SHADING?

Shading is used to show the dark and light sides of an 

object.

This will make your picture 3D!

This is the shadow 

created by the 

apple, so this area 

is dark.

This part pf the 

apple is dark 

because it is not 

facing the light.

This part pf the 

apple is light

because it is facing 

the light.



DARK LIGHT



EXPLAIN: WHAT IS TONE?

Tone is how light or dark a colour 

is.

In this picture, you can see that there 

are different tones of purple!

You can create different tones by 

pressing the colouring pencil lightly or 

heavily. 

Medium purple tone
Lighter tone of the 

colour purple

Darker tone of the 

colour purple



EXPLAIN: TONES 

This is the colour red in 

different tones.

Red can come in many 

different shades. They can be 

created by mixing red with 

black to make the colour 

darker or white to make the 

colour lighter. 

They are also have different 

names to ‘red’.



YOU WILL NEED

• A pencil

• A rubber

• A4 plain paper

• Coloured paints (including white paint), a paintbrush, half a cup of 

water (to mix the paint) or colouring pencils.

• 1 fruit (apple, orange, pear, etc.) 

Tip: Try to pick a fruit with a waxy coating rather than a banana which do not have a 

waxy coating.



EXPLAIN: YOUR TASK

We will be drawing and colouring a simple version of  William 

Morris’ still life paintings today. Instead of filling our page with a lot of 

objects, we will only be drawing one fruit. You will learn to add 

shadows and create different tones.



PRACTISE: START BY PLACING A FRUIT 
OF YOUR CHOICE INFRONT OF YOUR 
PAPER IN A WELL LIT ROOM



PRACTISE: DRAW AN OUTLINE

We learnt in a previous 

slide how to draw an 

outline. 

Remember that an outline 

is the shape of an 

object. There are no 

details added. In this 

example, I have draw an 

outline of the apple.



PRACTISE: LOOK CAREFULLY AT THE 
DARK AND LIGHT PARTS OF THE FRUIT

This is very important. Sit 

directly in-front of the 

apple. 

You need to see if there is 

a shadow and which parts 

of the apple the light is  

shining on and which part 

it is not

You may find that most 

of the apple has a 

shadow across it or 

there is very little 

shadow!



PRACTISE: CHOOSE THE CORRECT 
COLOUR AND START SHADING THE LIGHT 
AREAS

Start to colour in the 

lightest parts of the 

apple. These are the 

areas where the light 

is hitting the object 

the most.

You can either use 

coloured paint and mix 

it with white to create 

a light colour or press 

LIGHTLY on your 

paper using the  

colouring pencils.

Make sure the colours 

are the same as your 

fruit.

These are the lightest 

parts, so I am going to 

colour these areas very 

lightly.



PRACTISE: COLOUR THE APPLE WITH 
MEDIUM PRESSURE TO COLOUR

Start to colour in 

the areas of the 

apple. 

You can either use 

coloured paint and mix 

it with white to create 

a medium colour or 

press with a bit 

more pressure than 

before on your paper 

using the colouring 

pencils.

Make sure the colours 

are the same as your 

fruit.

This area has the middle 

shades, so I am going to 

colour it using a little bit 

more pressure. 



PRACTISE: COLOUR THE APPLE WITH 
HARD PRESSURE TO COLOUR

Start to colour in 

the medium parts 

of the apple. 

You can now use the paint 

and mix it with a little drop 

of black to create the 

shadowed areas. You can use 

brown for the stalk and black 

for the table shadow.

Alternatively, you can press 

HARD on your paper using 

the  colouring pencils.

Make sure the colours are 

the same as your fruit.

This area to the right 

has a darker shades, so I 

am going to colour it 

using a  lot of pressure.

I can also add the 

shadow on the table 

using black. 



PRACTISE: SHADE IN THE COLOUR OF THE 
LEAF OR ANY OTHER EXTRA DETAILS

You can either use 

coloured paint and mix 

it with white to create 

a light colour or press 

LIGHTLY on your 

paper using 

green and add in 

details white colouring 

pencils for this 

example.

Make sure the colours 

are the same.

This area has a bright 

lime green with white 

areas.

Start to colour 

in the areas of 

the apple. 



MY FINISHED EXAMPLE!



PRACTISE: NOW IT’S YOUR TURN!



REFLECT: WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT?
(THERE ARE NO RIGHT OR WRONG ANSWERS)

What did you enjoy about this activity?

What new vocabulary (words) did you learn today?

Did you find it easy or difficult to create different tones?

What did you find difficult about this task?

If you had to do this task again, what would you do differently? (E.g.  I would 

have used paint to complete my activity/I would have drawn my picture bigger.)


